
2020 USS CORRY ASSOCIATION REUNION 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM USS CORRY PRESIDENT 

Ahoy Shipmates and Soulmates! 

Hope everyone is staying healthy and safe during this COVID-19 pandemic. Hope 

everyone stays healthy to be able to attend the reunion in the Fall in Wilmington, 

NC. I am thankful the reunion was scheduled for the Fall and not the Spring. It 

would have surely been cancelled. 

If you have not paid your membership dues of $20, please do so as soon as 

possible. We want to keep the Corry Association alive and well. 

Once again, I want to repeat what I said that all of you stay healthy! Looking 

forward to seeing each and every one of you in Wilmington. 

Bill Shugars 

USS Corry President 
 

 
REUNION HOSTS: Paul and Kay Columbia are co-hosts for the reunion. The 

Association wants to thank them for all that they have done to make the 

necessary arrangements. If you need to contact them concerning questions 

about the hotel or tour, refer to the information below. 

Email: kccolumbia@gmail.com 

Cell: Paul - (607) 760-9517; Kay - (607) 760-1357 

Mario and Linda Pittore will also be co-hosts for this reunion. 

REUNION SOUVENIR 

This year we again have a very special treat. Richard Barnier, First Vice President 

of the Association, is bottling some of his 2020 wines (20+ Cabernet Sauvignon 

and 20+ Riesling) as a reunion souvenir. 

Richard is a wine maker and he especially enjoys sharing his wines with his Corry 

Shipmates and Soulmates. This generous gift from Richard is another 

mailto:kccolumbia@gmail.com


contribution to our hospitality activities at our reunions. Several times, Richard 

and Sally have hosted our wine & cheese event so we have been able to enjoy 

some of Richard’s excellent wines at past reunions. The Association members 

really appreciate all that Richard and Sally have done and continue to do to make 

our reunions a great success. Many thanks Richard and Sally! 

REUNION ITINERARY 

September 30 – Check in and receive your reunion packet. Packets will include a 

variety of ideas for activities, dining and shopping. 

October 1 – Enjoy a complimentary hot breakfast, which also includes various 

cereals, bagels/muffins and fruits. There is no scheduled dinner for this evening. 

The Hospitality Room will be open all day. The Association will be hosting a wine 

and cheese party in the Hospitality Room from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., with a cash 

bar available after 6:30 p.m. 

October 2 – Enjoy a complimentary hot breakfast, which also includes various 

cereals, bagels/muffins and fruits. The Hospitality Room will be available in the 

afternoon. Following the tour, Shipmates and Soulmates will have time for other 

activities. There is no scheduled dinner for this evening. 

Tour - The organized tour this year will include our annual memorial service, a 

tour of the Battleship North Carolina, a luncheon in the Ward Room on the 

battleship (in the room where the ship officers had their meals) and a group 

photo. 

A tour bus will pick us up at 9:00 a.m. at the hotel. We estimate the time to 

disembark the bus, take our group photo, hold our memorial service and a short 

talk by the ship’s representative on touring the ship should take us to 10:30 a.m. 

Then everyone can tour the battleship on their own from 10:30 to Noon. 

Lunch will be at Noon and it will be a buffet. The menu includes: pulled barbeque 

pork, hamburger steak, chicken fingers, baked beans, slaw, macaroni and cheese, 

candied yams, Caesar salad, dessert (peach cobbler), and drinks (water and ice 

tea). 



The Ward Room will be available to anyone that doesn’t want to tour the 

battleship. The bus will pick us up at 1:30 p.m. so this should give a little more 

time to look around the ship and to visit the gift shop. 

The USS North Carolina (BB-55) was the lead ship of North Carolina-based 

battleships and the fourth warship in the U.S. Navy to be named in honor of the 

State of North Carolina. 

October 3 – Enjoy a complimentary hot breakfast, which also includes various 

cereals, bagels/muffins and fruits. The Hospitality Room will be open all day. 

Business Meeting - The USS Corry business meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. 

Our White Elephant auction will be immediately following the business meeting. 

We ask attendees to bring a gift for the auction (approximately $20 - $25 in 

value). 

Banquet – Dress is nice casual; no jeans or shorts please. We will have a 

bartender in our Hospitality Room and it will be a cash bar only. Our social hour 

will be from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. It will be a buffet 

and includes the following: marinated chicken breast and pork tenderloin, crab 

dip, bacon wrapped scallops, rice pilaf, green beans with almonds, roasted red 

potatoes, strawberry spinach salad, squash casserole, fresh steamed vegetable 

medley, dessert (apple crisp), rolls and drinks (water, ice tea and coffee). 

Following dinner, we will have auctions for any donated gifts. 

October 4 – Enjoy a complimentary hot breakfast, which also includes various 

cereals, bagels/muffins and fruits. Check-out is Noon. 

REUNION HOTEL AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE POLICIES 

HOTEL - Arrangements are with Springhill Suites by Marriott. The hotel is located 

at 1014 Ashes Drive, Wilmington, NC 28405. Phone number: (910) 239-9975; Fax 

number (910) 239-9980; and email address – marriott.com/ILMSH. All rooms and 

public places (e.g., bar, restaurant and meeting rooms) are non-smoking. The 

closest airport is Wilmington (ILM), which is less than 30 minutes from the hotel. 

UPDATE ON THE HOTEL RESERVATIONS – As of April 24, the hotel is closed due to 

the COVID-19 virus. If you call the hotel before 3 p.m. during the week, you will 

likely get a recorded message stating that it is closed and the message will give 

you a number for their national office to make reservations. However, if you call 



Monday – Friday between 3 – 11 p.m., you will be able to speak to a 

representative at our reunion hotel to make your reservations. 

The hotel is 5 years old and the rooms are very nice. The hotel staff is very helpful 

too. This hotel is conveniently located to downtown Wilmington and local 

shopping and dining establishments. 

Group accommodations include either a single king bed suite or a two-queen bed 

suite. Rooms will be assigned to you at the time your reservation is made. Check- 

in is 3:00 p.m. and the hotel will attempt to accommodate early check-in based on 

availability but early check-in cannot be guaranteed. Check-out is Noon. 

We have received discounted group room rates of $114 plus state sales and 

occupancy taxes (13% in total). The hotel will hold suites until August 14, 2020. 

You must identify yourself as part of the “USS CORRY Navy Reunion”. Any 

reservation requests made after the cut-off date (August 14) are subject to hotel 

availability and to the hotel’s best available rate. 

You must provide a credit card to guarantee your reservation. In addition to 

room expense and taxes, any credit card provided will be authorized an 

additional $20 per day for possible incidentals. If there are no incidentals 

purchased, the authorization will be released upon check-out. The hotel 

strongly discourages the use of debit cards, as an authorization immediately 

makes a withdrawal from your account. 

Individual cancellations MUST be made by 48 hours prior to the day of arrival. 

Any reservations not cancelled by this time will be assessed a “no-show fee” 

equal to one night’s room rate and taxes. 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES – The sale and service of alcoholic beverages is regulated 

by the State of North Carolina. Therefore, alcoholic beverages cannot be brought 

into the hotel from an outside source for consumption in the restaurant, bar or 

meeting rooms. 

REUNION RESERVATIONS 

Please see the attached reservation form. Return your reservation 

form to Paul and Kay Columbia by no later than August 14. 



REUNION RESERVATIONS 

Please complete and mail to Paul and Kay Columbia (102 

Seattle Slew Lane, Greenville, SC 29617) by August 14. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name of Shipmate Name of Wife/Guest 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Telephone Number Email Address 
 
 

Battleship Tour and Luncheon: 

   @ $60 each $  

Number of people  Total 

 
Banquet: 

   @ $35 each $  

Number of people  Total 

 
Payment Due: $   


